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THE DESIGNS © 


DEATH OF CHRIST. 


| Jon xix. 30. 
ond be beard bis Hexdand gre op the c. 


ERE is no fac better atteſted than the 
death of Chriſt. The Jews were wit- 
neſſes of it; and to this day they own that 
their fathers crucified Jeſus, and, like their 
fathers, they juſtify the murderous deed. By 
our law, fay they, he ought to die, becauſe he 
made himſelf the ſon of God ! John xix. 7. 
And on this account, and for rejecting the 
ſalvation afterwards preached to them in his 

name, * Wrath came upon them to the utter- | 
moſt.” 1. Theff. ii. 16. fo that they have been 
wanderers, and outcaſt among the nations for 
more than ſeventeen hundred years; and have 


Az awfully 
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awfully felt the weight of that imprecation 
of their fathers when' they flew the Lord of 
life. His blood be on us and on our children. 
Matt. xxyil. 25. 


Many of the Gentiles were alſo witneſ- 
ſes of the fact; and it is a circumſtance well 
known in Roman hiſtory, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was crucified under the government of Pon- 
tius Pilate. 


| A forthe diſciples of Jeſus, fo far were 


of their Lord, that they conſidered it at once 


(in connection with his reſurrection) as a 


proof of his Meſſiahſhip, and as the ground of 
| their hope for acceptance with God. They 
faid, his cruel death was a fulfilment of pro- 


Phecy; they boldly preached ſalvation to ſin- 
ners in his name; they boaſted in his death 


as an atonement for fin, and they gloried in 


| Virke aſked, Why are we furnidhed with 
ſuch clear evidence of the truth of this fact? 


by the anſwer is, Becauſe it is a fact of that im- 
| portance 


THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 3 


K 
whole of Chriſtianity depends upon it. . If 
Jeſus had not died, then the twenty-ſecond 
Pfalm, the fifty-third of Iſaiah, and many 
more of the prophetic writings, would not 
| been accompliſhed, nor would there have 
been any way of acceſs opened for finners to 1 
2 — 


— Jef: degely abs 
death, ſo it is natural to ſuppoſe that they 
likewiſe clearly tell us of the defigns which 


2 — | 


And though all ſefts of modern Chriſtians 
acknowledge that he died ; yet it is evident, 
they are greatly divided in ſentiment about 
the intention of his death : ſome affirming 
that he died for one end, and ſome for ano- 
ther : and the contention has often been hot 
_ among them upon this ſubject. 


I have often thought that many of the diſ- 
putes among Chriſtians have ariſen chiefly 


. 1 
5 A 3 have 
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have ved, that esch party of them has 
taken ſome portion of truth, and inſiſted upon 
ne the wheres; mum 
eee 
great diſcouragement of many ſerious minds, 
and to the no ſmall triumph of the enemies 
of revealed truth. 


5 attempt, therefore, to give a full 
ſcriptural view of any contended ſubject in re- 
gion, muſt be conſidered in a favourable light 
by every honeſt and good man, as having a 
tendency to reconcile the different ſeas of 
Chriſtians; or at leaſt to abate their party en- 
mity, and diſpoſe them towards that union 
- ar" Bleſſed Lord 922 
hn xvii. 22, 23. 


- Mir pootine deen is to. e bo 
| the deſigns of Chriſt's death in a ſcriptural 


I have already facrificed both my character 
and connections to the love of truth, and feel 
myſelf not unwilling to make any other fa- 
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erifice that may be called for in my puren of 
it. I ſhall therefore ſpeak with the freedom 
of a man who fears the frowns of no patty; 
nor courts the ſmiles of any. 


The error of Chriſtians in the ſubje& be - 
fore us doth not lie in faying more of the 
death of Chriſt than the Scriptures ſay, but 
in not ſaying all that the Scriptures ſay. 


There is nothing unreaſonable in ſuppoſ- 
ing that Chriſt had many ends in view, which 


were to be accompliſhed by his death; and 


f the Scriptures mention fifty, we ought to 

| believe them all, for they will all be fulfilled 
in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times, 
which God hath ordained in which to per- 
2 Wer 


Nor is it uncommon in the conduct of God 
to include many great deſigns in one great 


action; as in chooſing the Jewiſh nation, and 


bringing them into 2 covenant relation to 
himſelf. 


" "oh 1. He 
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1. He therein fulfilled the promiſes which 
| he had made to their fathers Abraham, Iſaac 


2. He ſecured to himſelf a peculiar people 
for many ages, while the nations of the earth 
walked in their own way, by which he ſhew- 
ed his ſovereignty. = 


3- He made this people witneſſes of his 
own unity among the nations who worſhip- 


5 4. He made the Jews the inſtruments of 


ſpreading an expectation of a Meſſiah among 


5. By their ſeparation from other nations, 
he aſcertained the deſcent and lineage of 
| Chriſt, as the fon of David, and of Abraham. 


| 6. Hereby alſo he made the Jews the 
. Leepers of Old Teſtament Scripture, for 

the confirmation of the faith of New Teſta- 
ment believers. 


. 


7. His 
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7. His conduct towards them may be conſi- 
ah 98 ld 'viture of his deal 

with all the ſons of men; which is held out 


$. From the whole of which he ſeems to 
defign to teach us, that the Jews were not 
choſen for their own fakes, but for the fake 
of others, as the elect of God are choſen now, 
to be the ſalt of the earth, and the light of 
the world, and that they may be kings and 

— ; 

age. 


Now, as the death of Chriſt is one of the 
greateſt tranſactions that are recorded in the 
Bible, we may naturally expect to find the de- 
ſigns of God therein to be many and great; 
- , andin fact we ſhall find them ſo to be. 


1. Chriſt died that whoſoever believeth in 
him might be ſaved from the ſecond death, 
which is the wrath of God due to fin in the 
future world. In proof of this, we are told 
that Jeſus delivered us from the wrath to 
come. 1. Theſſ. i. 10. And again, Believe in 

the 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Acts xvi. 31. Again, God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
ſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. And he that believeth 
on him is not condemned ; but he that be- 
heveth not is condemned already, becauſe he 
hath not believed in the name of the only be- 
- gotten Son of God. And he that believeth 
not the Son, ſhall not fee life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him. Joha iii. 16. 18. 3. 


Through faith in Chriſt did the apoſtles 
preach juſtification to men, yea, to the vileſt 
of men; for all have ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of God, being juſtified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus, whom God hath ſet forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in his blood ; 
to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion 
of fins that are paſt, through the forbearance 
of God: to declare, I fay, at this time, his 
Tighteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the. 
juſtiier of him which believeth in Jeſus. 
Through his blood (fays the Apoſtle to the 
Coloſſians) we have redemption, even the 
forgiveneſs of ſins. | 


The 
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The Corinthians, though fome of them 
bad been men of the moſt hateful character, 
yet found ſalvation in the ſame way. 1. Cor 
vi. 9-11. 


Vea, the murderers of Jeſus, ne 
them, upon ſeeing the proof of his reſurrec- 
tion from the dead, by the pouring out of the 
ſpirit, believed, repented, and were ſaved 
from the wrath to come. Acts i. 


The dying thief, in his day, partook of 
this mercy of God, by faith in his Son, and 
was delivered from the ſecond death: for, in 

anſwer to his prayer, Jeſus ſaid, Verily, I fay 
unto thee, to day ſhalt be with me in Para- 
dife. And many in our day alſo, even all 
thoſe who believe in him, and continue to 
the end, will be ſaved from the ſecond death. 


And herein is the doctrine of mercy moſt 
gloriouſly diſplayed ; for the moſt guilty 
among men are welcome to preſent falva- 
tion; and whoſcever cometh to the Father, 
by faith in Chriſt, ſhall not be caſt out. 


'M | | This, 


This, then, is one deſign of the death of 
Jeſus, and a glorious one it is. The full ac- 
compliſhment of this defign will be the ga- 


thering together, or aſſembling of the f- 


born, whole names will be found written in 
heaven ; and they will be eſteemed a kind of 
firſt fruits of God's creatuers to himſelf. Heb. 
Xii. 23. James i. 18. 


Many Chriſtians have talked, and preached, 
and written, as though this was the only end 
of Chriſt's death. But we hope to prove, that 
the wiſdom of God had many other and glo- 
rious ends to anſwer in the death of his Son. 


2. Chriſt died to fulſil the prophecies, ſo far 
as they related to his firſt appearance upon 
earth; for as the prophets had deſcribed his 
birth, life and doctrine, ſo they had alſo de- 
ſcribed his death, even to the minute circum- 
ances of it, ſee Iſaiah liii. 4—9. And alſo 
Pſalm xxii. the firſt words of which our Lord 
uttered as he hung upon the croſs, thereby 
a. bd 


5 2 


And 


THE DEATH or CHRIST. 13 


And to the prophecies that relate to his 
death, John xix. 30. he referred when he 
ſpoke his laſt words, It is finiſhed,” meaning 
thereby that the Scriptures concerning him 
were finiſhed, ſee verſe 28. Jeſus knowing 
that all things were now accompliſhed, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled, faith, I thirſt. 
Now there was ſet a veſſel full of vinegar, 
and they filled a ſpunge with vinegar, and 
put it upon hyſlop, and put it to his mouth. 
When Jeſus, therefore, had received the vi- 
negar, he ſaid, It is finiſhed; and he bowed 
his head, and gave up the ghoſt.” See Pſalm | 
Kix. 21. 


And that our Lord meant that the prophe- 
cies were fulfilled, when he ſaid, It is finiſh- 
ed, is further proved from Luke xxii. 37. 
For I fay unto you, that this that is written 
muſt yet be accompliſhed in me. And he 
was reckoned among the tranſgreſſors, for 
the things concerning me have an end. 


Nor was this a ſmall deſign in the death of 
Chriſt; for the fulfilment of the Scriptures in 
his death was neceſſary to prove the truth of 
©, his 
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his mifion as the Meſſiah. 1. Cor. xv. 3. This 
is a matter that deſerves ſpecial confideration 
by every Chriſtian ; for probably the day is 


not far off in which we ſhall have occaſion for 


all the evidence which the Scripture affords 


likely that infidelity will ſoon overſpread the 
world as univerſally as ever ſuperſtition has 


— 


I would recommend it therefore to every 
believer to ſtudy the accompliſhment of pro- 


phecy in the perſon of Jeſus of Nazareth; 
eſpecially in his death, which is the ſubje& 
we are now upon, as it will prove that the 


Scripture cannot be broken; and thereby ſhall 


we find our faith confirmed, fo that we ſhall 


not be moved from our ſtedfaſtneſs, nor fall 
into the ſnare of the wicked. 2. Pet. iii. 17. 


3. Chriſt died to fanQify his church. 


Epheſ. v. 25. Chriſt loved the Church, and 


gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctify 
and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by 
the word, that he might preſent it to himſelf 


a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, 


. 
* . 5 — 2»2»aꝛ- 
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or any ſuch thing. but that it ſhould be holy 
and without Vemith. 


The can Aikication of believers is often 
mentioned in connectiom with the death of 
Chriſt ; and we are informed, that as he died 
for fin, ſo we are to fetch an argument from 
hence to die Zo fin, as Rom. vi. 11, 12. Like- 
wiſe reckon ye alſo yourſelves to be dead in- 
deed unto fin, but alive unto God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Let not fin, there- 
fore, reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould 
obey it in the luſts thereof. 


And hereby we may know whether we 
belong to his church or to. the church of Sa- 


tan (for Satan hath a church, Rev. ii. g. and 


i. 9.) ; namely, if by faith we cordially en- 
ter into this defign of the death of Chriſt, and 
find our hearts purified from dead works to 
ſerve the living God ; for the church of 
Chriſt is made up of thoſe perſons of every 
denomination who by him now receive the 
atonement upon their conſciences, Rom. v. 
11. ; by this they rejoice in God, have fel- 
lowſhip with Chriſt in his ſufferings, and are 
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made conformable to his death, Phil. iii. 10. ; 
theſe ſhall have part in the firſt reſurrection, 
ſhall be bleſſed and happy, and have a portion 
in his kingdom when he appeareth. 


4. Chriſt died to confirm his doctrine. To 
this end was I born, and for this cauſe came 
I into the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs 
_ unto the truth. John xvii. 37. He reſiſted 
unto blood ſtriving againſt him; and if he had 
not done fo, we could not have been ſure that 
his doctrine was true; but by this he hath 
when we behold him, who was the teacher 
ſent from God to make known unto men the 
way to life, ſhedding his blood, our faith is 
mightily confirmed in him, and we have a 
ſtrong foundation for obedience to all his 


5. He died that he might take away the 
fear of death from his people ; that through 
death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the Devil, and deliver 


| them who through fear of death were all 
' their life time ſubje& to bondage. Heb. ii. 
7 I4, 15. 


17 
14, 13. Now the fear of death is a great 
evil, and it ſhould ſeem the Old Teſtament 
ſaints were very ſubje to it. Pſalm xxxix. 13. 
and the caſe of Hezekiah proves it alſo. Ifaiah 
XxXXVIuL 9. onward. Our Lord, by his death 
and. reſurrection, has aſſured his ſaints of a 
triumph over death and the grave, for he hath 
brought life and immortality to light; and 
therefore a dying Chriſtian may uſe the tri- 
umphant language of the Apoſtle, O death, 
where is thy ſting? O grave, 2 — 
victory? 7 


6. Hedied to fulfland aboliſh the ceremo- 
nial law. The whole ceremonial law appears 
to have been typical; and a very great part of 
: it was fulfilled in the life, death and reſurrec- 
da 
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Chriſt as the ſubſtance of the typical facri- 
fices, which appear to have had no intrinſic 
value, their uſe being chiefly to point to Jeſus 
the true Lamb of God who taketh away the 
fin of the world. The gifts and facrifices of- 
fered in the Jewiſh worſhip could not make 
B him 
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him that did the ſervice perfect as pertaining 
tothe conſcience ; for their ſervice ſtood only 
in meats and drinks, and divers waſhings and 
carnal ordinances impoſed on them, until the 
time of reformation. But Chriſt being come, 
an high prieſt of good things to come, by a2 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands, that is to ſay, not of this build 
ing ; neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
but by his own blood, he entered once into 
the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. The law was a ſhadow of 
Fe Ge, The W50y: i oC. | 


7 He died that he might unite Jews and 
Gentiles in one body. Epheſ. ii. Ye (Geatiles) 
were without Chriſt, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from 
the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, 
and without God in the world. But now in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were afar off 
are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt; for he 
is our peace who hath made both (Jews and 
 *Gentiles) one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us, having 
-aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even the 
1 | WE. law 
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law of commandments contained in ordi- 
nances, for to make in himſelf of twain one 
new man, ſo making peace, and that he might 
reconcile both unto God in one body by the 
croſs, having ſlain the enmity of Jews. and 
Gentiles thereby, and came and preached 
peace to you (Gentiles) which were afar off, 
and to them (the Jews) that were nigh ; for 
through him . ot 
ſpirit to the Father. 


r 
| lefs it ſhall be fully accompliſhed when the 
Jews, at Chriſt's coming, ſhall be converted, 
and then the whole body of them ſhall be 


3. That he might be the life of the world. 
John vi. 51. The whole world, in its fallen 
ſtate, lieth in wickedneſs, it is without ſpiri- 
tual life, and is under ſentence of death ; but 
Chriſt died for the world, to take away its fin, 
yea, for the whole world. 1. Johnii. 2. And 
this he did that he might be the Saviour of the 
world. 1. John iv. 14. John iv. 42. and iii. 17. 

B 2 Nor 
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ture tells us that Chriſt loved the church, 
and gave himſelf for it, and alſo that he gave 
his fleſh to be the life of the world ; for it is 
both true, and the church, as the firſt-born, 
ſhall reap the benefits of redemption, without 
taſting the ſecond death, and the reſt of man- 
kind ſhall, in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of 
times, be-gathered together in Chriſt Jeſus, 
by which it ſhall appear that he actually is, 
as the Father deſigned him to be, the Saviour 
of the world. The above view is highly ho- 
nourable to Chriſt, as it eſſicaciouſly extends 
the merit of his death; and I muſt either be- 
lieve this, or ſomething elſe very diſhonour- 
| able to God : as firſt, I muſt believe that God 
only meant to fave his ele&, and that he gave 
his Son to die for them only (and that not- 
withſtanding the Scripture tells me his ten- 
der mercy is over all his works, and that he 
gave his Son to die for the world, the whole 
world, for all men, abd for every man). 


> l 1 muſt believe that God 
* every man, has given his Son to die for 
every man, and deũres to ſave every man, but 


that 
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that his love will not prove efficacious. The 
blood of Jeſus will be found to be ſhed in 


vain with reſpect to millions, for whom he 
died, and that the defires of God for the good 


of his creatures ſhall fail of ſucceſs; and this, 


notwithſtanding the Scripture tells me that 
there is no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning 
with God. James i. That the Father pro- 
miſed the Son that he ſhould ſee of the tra- 
vail of his ſoul, and be fatisfied ; and that he 
will perform all his pleaſure, and his counſel 
ſhell ſtand. Now neither of theſe two I can 
believe, becauſe I view them as contrary to 
Scripture, and as diſhonourable to the cha- 
rater of God, and inimical to the glory of 
— Chriſt; but the former I am conſtrained to 
believe, becauſe I think it ſcriptural, and that 

it brings glory to God and to Chnlt., 


9. That he might be our forerunner. The 
Apoſtle mentions him in this character. Heb. 


' vi. 20. Within the veil the fore-runner is 


for us entered, even Jeſus. And Chrift told 


his diſciples that he went to prepare a place 


for them; and it is evident that his death was 


neceſſary for that end. am perſuaded that 
B 3 * - 


took poſſeſſion of it, and that then he intro 
duced a great company with finging. Pſalm 
xxiv. 7—10. And then alſo he opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers ; ſo that 
now whenever the true believer departs 


hence, he is immediately with Chriſt : and 


this it was which made Paul defire rather to 
depart than to be here; and ſo every real 


can but defire to depart and be with him. 


one part of his work. He had receiveda com- 


e his 


life, John x. 18. ; and he freely did lay it 
down, fiping, not my will, bet thine be dane. 
So profound was his reverence of the Father's 
will, and fo entire his confidence in the Fa- 
ther's wiſdom, that even this hard command 


vas ſubmitted to without murmuring; yea, 


as he had voluntarily undertaken to do it, ſo 
r ere His language 
was, I delight to do thy will, O God, thy 


* 


no man ever entered heaven until he himſelf 


Chriſtian who loves our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


10. To ſhew his obedience to the Father's 
will. He came todo the will of the Father, 
John vi. 38. ; and his dying for ſinners was 


| 
| 
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„ For the Fathers 


nenn 


11. n bs: dive e 
to his enemies. By the friends of Jeſus, I 
mean, his diſciples. John xv. 18. Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. Ye are my 


friends, 1 


— 


All who anſwer the above character in 


every age may rejoice in that great love of 


our dear Lord, which he diſcovered in dying 


for them; for they enjoy the immediate be- 


nefits of his death, even the pardon of ſins— 
acceſs to God with boldneſs, and freedom 


_ -from all condemnation. In the happy enjoy- 


ment of theſe bleffings of grace, they are 
enabled to love him more and more, and to 


live to him who died for them, to love the 


brethren or friends of Jeſus alſo, ſo as to lay 


down their lives for them, if called to it. 
1. John wi. 16. Yea, Chriſt loved his ene- 
mies, and died for them * 

due 


For when we 
time Chriſt 
died 


were * without m—_ 
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died for the ungodly ; and who can doubt 
but that an ungodly finner is an enemy to 
an holy Jeſus ? yet even ſuch, while enemies, 
| tne 


Chriſt died even for his worſt enemies, 

the Jews, who ſought his blood. Away with 
him, away with him, Crucify him, crucify 
dim, fay they; but he faid, Father, forgive 
| them, they know not what they do. Thus 
be the juſt one died for the unjuſt, to bring 
them to God. 


| What rich entrant ariſes henoe 

for thoſe who are convinced of their guilt : | 

| what though in themſelves they are m- 
ſerable, yet behold a ranſom is found out, and 
believing finners ſhall be ſpared from going 
9 


12. To gain univerſal power, by going 
through all ſtates. The Scripture repreſents 
bim as coming from heaven, dwelling upon 5 
earth, dying and deſcending into the priſon | 
or hell : and this latter view of him we ſtill 
have 
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| have in that ancient formulary of faith called 
The 
creed was made by the apoſtles, though it 
ſcems to me tocontain an apoſtolic ſentiment, 


| when it ſays of Chriſt, He was dead and bu- 


ried, he deſcended into hell; and: this is 
| enough to ſcreen the ſentiment from the 
charge of novelty, which by many is fre- 
quently brought f it. | i 


The Apoſtle Peter clearly teaches that 
Chriſt went into hell ; for when preaching 
to the Jews, AQ ii. he applies the words of 
David, - Palm xvi. to him, Thou wilt nat 
leave my ſoul in hell: and in his firſt epiſtle, 
chap. iii. 18. he ſays, Chriſt was put to death 
in the fleſh, but quickened by the ſpirit, i. e. 
by the ſoul as oppoſed to the fleſh or body; 
| by which ſpirit or ſoul he went (in his diſem- 
bodied ſtate) and preached to the ſpirits (or 
ſouls) in priſon or hell: then deſcribing thoſe 
ſpirits more particularly, he ſays, They were 
thoſe which ſometime (or once) were difobe- 
dient, namely, in the days of Noah, when the 

long · ſuffering of God waited on them. But 
D vain for their repentance at 


that 


Creed ; not that I think that % 


might fil/ all things, i. e. that his power might 


1 run DRSGNS or 
dat time; for they continued rebellious, and 
were cut off. But the galpel, ſays Peter, was 
preached to them that are dead, for this eauſe, 
that they might be judged according to men 
in the fleſh, but live according to God in the 
ſpirit. 1. Pet. iv. 6. Our Lord, by dying and 
deſcending into hell, became poſſeſſed of 
power in hell, as really as he is poſleſied of 
power on earth or in heaven: now that he 
aſcended, what is it but that he alſo deſcend- 
dll firſt into the imer parts of the earth, i. e. 
bell. He that deſcended is the ſame alſo that 
aſcended up far above all heavens, that he 


_ extend to all ſtates that his — 
ever be in. 


— Bo, 
Rev. i. 18. I ama he that liveth, and was dead, 
and behold I am alive for eyermore, Amen, 
and have the keys of hell and of death. And 
ſo Paul tells vs. Rom. xiv. 9. for to this end 
ve might be Levi bath of the deed and the 
living. From theſe ſcriptures it appears, that 
it was one end of Chriſt's death to gain uni- 
verſal 


of the high prieſts, who were typical of Je- 
fs, to go within the vail with the blood of 
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ld prom; ends acwateipeciig. 
and no doubt but he will uſe it well; and in 


h the exerciſe thereof will perform the Father's 
eternal purpoſe, and gather together in one 


all things, whether they be things in heaven 
(of heavenly original), or things on earth (of 


13. That he might as a prieſt be our ad- 
yocate above. It was one part of the work 


atonement, and there to intercede for the 
people ; ſo he is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the figures 
of the true, wherw-chic chaſer but into 
heaven itſelf now to appear in the preſence of 
God for us; and he entered in not by the blood 


of goats and calves, but by his own blood. 


Heb. ix. 24. and 12. 


The interceſſion of Chriſt is a ſubjeRt of 
great conſolation to every ſinner who is ſen- 
fible of his guilt, as it repreſents to him an 
open way to the Father, in which he may ſe- 
curely come and find acceptance and falyation. 


As the interceſſion of Chriſt is founded 
upon the merit of his death, ſo we are in- 
formed that it ſhall continue until every end 
ol it is fully anſwered ; for he is able to fave 
to the uttermoſt (to the caſe of the laſt indi- 
_ vidual) them that come to God by him, ſee- 
ing he ever liveth (or liveth to the age) to 
make interceſſion for them. 


i ets wO3 ces 
to lay a foundation for univerſal reconciliation 
to God. We have before noticed the univer- 
fality of the death of Chriſt, which was a 
truth ſo fully admitted in the apoſtles days, 
that he reaſons upon it ⁊s a fact that nobody 
difputed it. 2. Cor. v. 14, 15. For the love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead; and that he died for all, that they 
which live ſhould not henceforth live unto 
themſelves, but unto him which died for 
them, and roſe again.” | | 


The apoſtle tells us, oni 19. that it 
pleaſed the Father that in him (Chriſt) ſhould 
all fulneſs. dwell — made peace 
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through the blood of his croſs} ; by him to 
reconcile all things unto himſelf; by him, 1 
— 


in heaven. 


Mew, ihe eee eee 
reconcile all unto the Father, I infer, that he 
will aQually do. that which he intended. In 
ſupport of which inference, it is ſaid, Epheſ. 
i. 9, 10. the Father hath made known unto us 
the myſtery of his will, coocativig co diag 
that in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times 
be might gather together in one all things in 
Chriſt, both which are. in heaven .and which, 
2 | 


| 15. ned divene nn - Mites 

have ſpoken of this deſign of the death of 
Chriſt, as though it was the only one he had 
in dying ; while others have repreſented the 
matter as though his only deſign was to make 
an atonement for fin : whereas the truth is, 
he died for both thoſe purpoſes. In the one, 


we are taught to approach to God by faith in 


the blood of his Son; in the other, we are 


2 THE DESIGNS OF = 
taught to ſuffer and bear the will of God, 
Ake him. It becomes us, therefore, to ſtudy 
the character of Jeſus, that we may ſee the 
temper of mind in which he ſuffered the 
ſelf, not rendering evil for evil, or railing for 
bleſſing for curſing ; for even hereunto were 
— Uy HS: < GE. 


td whinin dis gray ic- the: grades, 
nixckly ſubmitted to the will of God: Not 
my will, but thine be done; and herein he 
hath taught us the moſt entire refignation to 
the Father. When, therefore, we underſtand 
properly the ends of his death, we ſhall, in all 
our ſufferings, whether ſpiritual or temporal, 
de like him; by which we ſhall have fellow- 
ſhip with him in his ſufferings, and be made 
conformable to his death. 15 


It is an excellency in * 
Lord, that he reduced his precepts to prac- 


16. That 
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16 That he might lay a foundation for an 
expire that ſhould never be overthrown. As 
belongs to Jefus. The prophet Daniel, when 
he treats upon the four great etnpires, viz. 
Babylonian, Perfian, Grecian, and Roman, 
repreſents them as overthrown each by the 
other in ſucceſſion. Dan. vii. 17. and the 
kingdom of Chriſt as deſtroying the laſt of 
them, and ſwallowing up the remains of them 
all. 9. to 27. and thereby bevotning waiverſal 
and perpetual : and in the ſame manner he 
deſcribes the kingdom of Chriſt in his ferond 
chap. v. 34, 35- and 44. where Chrift's king- 
dom is ſaid never to be deftroyed, not to be 
| left to another people, but to ſtand for ever ; 
that is, till the mediatorial age is finiſhed. 


Now we are informed, in Phil. i. 6.—2 1. 
that the kingdom of Jeſus is founded upon 
his humbling himſelf to the death of the croſs, 


and that his power is extended over things in 


heaven, things on earth, and things under 
the earth, namely hell; and that he ſhall rule 
till every knee in thoſe regions ſhall bow to 
him, and every _— ſhall con- 
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